Pioneers in Tropical America

the hides. After about six months of this life, and a
sufficient quantity of dried meat and hides had been got
together, the buccaneers would return to Tortuga, or some
other settlement on the north coast of Hispaniola, and dis-
pose of their skins and meat for brandy, cloth, guns,
powder, and possibly cash; spending, however, a good
deal of their profits on every kind of excess, till the money
was all gone, after which they resumed their hunting
life.

The buccaneers had neither wives nor children, at any
rate recognized no marital tie and no parental obligation.
Generally they went about in couples, with a number of
apprentices1 or semi-slaves, boys or young men sold as
convicts, or lured from France or England under false
pretences. If one of the partners in these buccaneer
couples died, the other inherited all his goods. When
they fell out with each other (usually a strong friendship
united partner with partner) they settled their quarrels by
terrible duels with the knife; but a rude amount of law
was administered amongst them according to a rough
code which they called the Customs of the Coast, just as
they often called themselves the People of the Coast. They
were by no means without religion, especially the French,
and sometimes maintained chaplains who performed mass
on occasions, while they not infrequently gave largely from
their booty to religious foundations, even to the Spanish
churches of the towns they plundered.

1 These oft-mentioned apprentices) who played such a part in colonizing the British
West Indies, were derived, from the middle of the seventeenth century onwards, from
all persons who were arrested in England and Scotland as rogues and vagabonds,
or who were idlers, and without means of livelihood and refusing to work; felons
convicted in town and country, who instead of being executed in the barbarous
manner of those days were reprieved for transportation to the West Indies; also all
political and war prisoners of Scotland and Ireland, such as the Scotch captured
after the battles of Dunbar and Worcester, and the Irish prisoners after the battles